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Sandy Bonel l i  &  Shak e me l oose 
Top  1 st  Round 

of 
Non-Pro 

Derby 
Sandy Bonelli bred and raised 
her Derby horse Shake Me 
Loose, by Soula Jule Star and 
out of Shakin Flo, by 
Peponita Flo. The sorrel 
gelding carried his owner to a 
218.5 in Monday afternoon’s 
first round of Non-Pro Derby 
competition. “This is the 
fourth time he’s ever been in 

the show pen,” said Bonelli, an NCHA Hall of Famer with lifetime 
earnings of well over $3.1 million. “He didn’t get shown at Fort 
Worth, because he had a little suspensory problem.” But, here in 
Paso, things are beginning to come together for the pair. “I was 
really happy with him,” she said of their first round performance. 
“That second cow got real tough and wouldn’t turn away, and he 
needed to be really smart...and he was. I like that he gets so smart 
when he needs to. When the going gets tough, he just gets smarter. 
For me, that really helps when you’re trying to win a class.” A 
resident of Petaluma, California, Sandy says Shake Me Loose will 
be staying close to home on the west coast this show season. “He’s 
the only horse I have and I won’t be going to Texas with just one 
horse.”
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  KITTENS  
   RUSS MILLER 

           Pounce on
   Open Classic Challenge 

Kittens and Russ Miller kept it all in the family 
Monday afternoon…in Kittens’ family, that is. The 
mare is a full sister to Wildcats, the horse that Miller  
also rode to lead the Open Derby prelims on Sunday. 
With a 222 score, Kittens and Miller led the second 
round of the Open Classic Challenge event  Monday 
morning and now own the composite lead of 439 
going into the finals this coming Friday…thus putting 
Russ Miller at the helm of the preliminary rounds in both the Open Derby and Classic/Challenge at this 
year’s PCCHA Derby. “It’s not a bad thing…especially on a full brother and sister,” Miller said with a 
smile.  

Like her brother, Kittens is by High Brow Cat and out of Starlights Liz, by 
Grays Starlight. “Kittens is probably the smartest horse that I’ve ever had,” 
said Miller. “And, by far, she’s the best horse I’ve ever had. She is consistent 
and talented and she loves her job. There’s no doubt about that she is one of 
the top horses in the industry right now. She’s really intent on a cow and very 
quick to the stop,” added Miller. “That’s what makes her so good…she thinks 
ahead of the cow.” 
Owned by Bonnie and Frank Martin, the six-year-old mare has over $145,431 
in lifetime earnings. Bonnie rode her to Non-Pro Classic/Challenge at the 2007 
PCCHA Futurity this past October. 
Russ has a history with Kittens and her family, having shown the dam 
Starlights Liz to success in the nineties...and now two of her offspring. “Both 
Kittens and Wildcats are very, very nice horses,” he said. “Kittens has matured 
alot. When she was younger, she was pretty wild. She knew she wanted to do 

something with a cow; she just wasn’t real sure exactly how to go about getting the job done.” He 
continued, “Over as many runs as we’ve had now, she’s just gotten so smart about a cow.”  

Open Classic/Challenge Finalists 

1.  Kittens   Miller  221.0  222.0 443.0 
2.  Hick Chicaroo  Weis  223.5 218.5 442.0 
3.  Smart Like Jeep  Westfall 222.5 218.5 441.0 
4.  Frecklesareinstyle  Smith  219.0 218.5 437.5 
5.  Merada Rey  Costello 216.5 220.0 436.5 
6.  King Of The Cats  Sargood 216.0 220.0 436.0 
7.  A Hillbilly Cat  Jordan  217.5 217.5 435.0 
8.  Royal Pandalena  Westfall 218.0 216.0 434.0 
9.  Simon Starlight  Weis  217.5 216.0 433.5 
10.Smart Like Wren  Long  216.5 217.0 433.5 



Quixote special & shad platt 
deliver 222 in OPeN 7-UP   

 
Seasoned horses and seasoned pros turned out for 
the signature PCCHA Open 7Up event Monday 
afternoon, and saw Quixotes Special and Northern 
California trainer Shad Platt turn in an admirable 
and winning run to secure the top spot in the first go 
of the two round competition.  
A steady non-pro mount for owner Stacy Fox of 
Vina, California, Platt says he has shown the 
gelding periodically over the past year. “Mitch 
Davis trained him, and I’ve shown him at some 
weekend shows,” he explained. “The cattle here are 
great and there’s been a lot of high scores. But, to 
be honest, when I walked in the ring I wasn’t confident that this wasn’t just a one-round 

event…so  I just 
decided to cut some 
cattle that you could 
win rounds on, and it 
worked out.” 
It worked out, indeed, 
as the pair’s 222 won 
the round by two points 
over High Style 
Travalin and Gavin 
Jordan’s solid 220 
performance. Seven 
year-old Quixotes 
Special is by  Freckles 
Playboy and out of 
Precious Quixote, by 
Docs Quixote. With 
over $22,569 in lifetime 

earnings, Platt said the gelding is a solid ride. “The horse has got a lot of reach across a cow, and 
he can really go run and stop. If you cut the cows that fit him, he is really a great horse.”

Open 7UP Finalists 

1.  Quixotes Special   Shad Platt  222.0 
2.  High Style Travalin Gavin Jordan  220.0 
3.  Flos Jewel   David Costello 219.0 
4.  Venture On Me Too Grant Setnicka  216.0 
5.  Lizs Lil Choice  Grant Setnicka  215.5 
6.  Luminosa Dunny  Gavin Jordan  212.0 
7.  Play Stocks   Gavin Jordan  212.0 
8.  Rozay Hoss  Jake Ream  212.0 



Julie McBurney &  
Pimped Out Pepto  

Lead 3 Divisions in
Non-Pro Derby 

Julie McBurney and Pimped Out 
Pepto, last year’s PCCHA Amateur 
Futurity Champions, led three 
divisions of Non-Pro Derby 
competition after Monday’s 
preliminary round. With a 217 run, 
the pair earned the lead in the 
$200k Non-Pro Derby, the Non-
Pro Derby Gelding, and the $200k 
Non-Pro Derby Gelding divisions. 
By Peptos Stylish Oak and out of 
Doc Doc Doc, by Son ofa Doc, 
Pimped Out Pepto is also shown by 
Orland, California trainer Shad 
Platt.
Matching 217 scores were also had 
in the overall Non-Pro division by 
Santa Ynez non-pro Stephanie

        Julie and Vince McBurney 

Larrabee aboard Malibu Cash, as well as Kathy Foote, Livingston, 
Montana, and her good mare, Pouncin. In the Non-Pro Derby Senior 
division, Carol Ward rode Rumsmall Doll to the lead with a 213.5. 
While, in the $200k Non-Pro Derby, George Thiel prevailed riding Qr 
Perfectly Red with a 212. 

Daily Cutter Editor ~ Sheri Forrest
Email: sheri@sheriforrest.com  

Non-Pro Derby 1st Round Leaders 

1.  Sandy Bonelli  Shake Me Loose     218.5 
2.  Julie McBurney  Pimped Out Pepto     217.0 
3.  Stephanie Larrabee  Malibu Cash      217.0 
4.  Kathy Foote  Pouncin      217.0 
5.  Jim Bob Kaufman  Jk Kaboon      215.0 
6.  Jeff Barnes   Oaks On The Skyline     213.5 
7.  Carol Ward   Rumsmal Doll      213.5 
8.  Lee Brooks   Dry Side      213.0 
9.  Paula Petersen  Ms. Indian Pep     212.5 
10.Suzi Silverberg  Ilikethewayyoumove     212.0 
10.George Thiel  Qr Perfectly Red     212.0 


